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Living Levels Events

Long walks,
tall tales,
big skies

Living Levels Events
July - December 2019

Join us this year for a series of events
celebrating the magnificent Gwent Levels.
We hope these will encourage you to get
out and about and discover this glorious
landscape.

There are charges for some of our events
but others are free. Where booking

is required it will say so on the event
description. Information on how to book
each event will be given on the events
calendar on our website. If booking is
not required you can turn up on the day.

With 2019 being the Visit Wales “Year
of Discovery’, look out for themed
events celebrating our unique coastline.
From fun family activities to history
discovery days, from illuminating talks
to theatrical events - we hope there will
be something for everyone to enjoy.

Due to changeable weather in the Gwent
Levels, please ensure that you bring
appropriate footwear and waterproof
clothing for all walks. Don'’t forget

to bring drinks and snacks/suitable
clothing/sun cream/insect repellent as
appropriate for all outdoor activities.

Please note that other events may be

organised after this brochure is distributed,

1

likewise some events may be subject

to cancellation, so keep checking our
events calendar on the website for the
most up to date information. We will also
be popping up at other events in and
around the Levels - so look out for us!

For further details, to make event
bookings and for updates please check
the website www.livinglevels.co.uk.

The Gwent Levels

The Gwent Levels are an iconic, estuarine
landscape of international significance.
Reclaimed from the sea in Roman times,
the Gwent Levels are a network of fertile
fields and historic watercourses, known
locally as reens. This special landscape of
high skies and low horizons is one of the
finest examples of a ‘natural’ landscape
hand-crafted by people in Europe;

and one of the largest tracts of bio-
diverse wet grassland left in the UK.

The Partnership

The Living Levels Partnership was
formed in 2014 to promote and protect
the Gwent Levels. We are a cross-
organisational partnership, spanning
administrative boundaries, working
closely with communities and other
stakeholders towards the sustainable
management of this landscape.

Contact us
a 01633 292982
X info@livinglevels.org.uk
¥  ourlivinglevels
[El Our Living Levels
@ Our Living Levels TV

www.livinglevels.org.uk



Bishton Exhibition MONDAY

From 1t July
Daily

Visit the wonderful St Cadwaladr’s Church to discover
the history of the village of Bishton, from ancient
Celtic Kings and the Welsh Dragon, to the coming of
the railways and steelworks.

St Cadwaladr’s Church, Bishton

FREE

THURSDAY

Magor after dark...

Thursday, 4™ July
9.30pm - Midnight
Venturing out at dusk to hopefully glimpse the

mysterious Glow-worm (not a worm at all but a
beetle that can glow in the dark!).

Magor Marsh Nature Reserve

Gwent Wildlife £10/£15 non-member

BOOKING
ESSENTIAL

Living Levels Events

Learn about the Levels at | WEDNESDAY
Rogiet Countryside Park

Wednesday, 3 July
10:00am - 12:00pm

Lots of games and activities to find out more about
the wonderful wildlife, heritage and history of this
area of the Gwent Levels. Why not bring a picnic to
enjoy after the event? Children to be accompanied by

an adult. Assistance dogs only please.

SATURDAY

Rogiet Countryside Park
FREE

National Meadow Day

and BioBlitz

Saturday, 6t July
11:00am - 3:00pm

Explore and record the wildlife and plant life in the
grounds of the fantastic Tredegar House. Join us for

a day of intense surveying as we find out how many
different flora and fauna have made the parkland their
home. There are also activities in the walled gardens.

Tredegar House (kiosk)
o DROP-IN
FREE - House admission charges apply

www.livinglevels.org.uk

SATURDAY

Life on Marsh

Festival!

Saturday, 13t July
12:00pm - 6:00pm

A wildlife and heritage mini-festival to celebrate the
wonder of the Gwent Levels since the dawn of time!
Spend a long afternoon relaxing against a backdrop
of stunning, natural surroundings, enjoying local
music, drama, storytelling and dance acts.

Magor Marsh Nature Reserve
See website for details

DROP-IN




Living Levels Events

TUESDAY

Dragonfly and Damselfly
Identification

Tuesday, 16t July
10:00am - 2:00pm

Ever wanted to know the difference between
dragonflies and damselflies or get your eye in to
learn the difference between your hawkers and

your chasers? Chris Hatch will start you off in the
classroom and then take you outside at Magor Marsh
to discover these wonderful ‘flying dragons’!

BOOKING
ESSENTIAL

THURSDAY

Magor Marsh Nature Reserve

Gwent Wildlife £8/£12 non-member

Wild Watch

Training Event

Thursday, 18t July
10:30am - 4:00pm
Would you love to learn more about our Living Levels’
wildlife? This one-day training event will help you gain
the confidence, skills and knowledge to help survey

and record some of our iconic wildlife species found
on the Gwent Levels. Book early as places are limited!

The Beacon Centre, St. Mellons
FREE

BOOKING
ESSENTIAL

‘}EOTSShdYé.é’rchéea\fogy group (Chis Hartis) s

e
Hairy dragonfly (Chris Harris)

TUESDAY

Hands-on Archaeology

and Heritage, Redwick

30t July - 4% August
Daily 9:30am - 4:30pm
Join ‘DigVentures’ providing hands-on heritage
sessions including archaeological excavation, historic
building recording and archaeological survey of the
landscape and foreshore, exploring the landscape for
clues about the past.

Check website for details
FREE

BOOKING
ESSENTIAL

SATURDAY

‘Life on the Levels’

at St Brides

Saturday, 3 August

11.00am-4.00pm AUGUST

We have been recording fascinating oral histories
from the Caldicot and Wentlooge moors. Join

us to share what we've learned so far, alongside
photographs, exhibits and performance too! If you
would like to record a memory, a story, or share a
photo for posterity, then bring them along.

St. Bridget’s Church
FREE

DROP-IN

www.livinglevels.org.uk



MONDAY

12th - 15t August, daily
10.30am - 12pm, or 2.00 - 3.30pm

Are you ready to get a little messy and be a wild
explorer of the past? Learn about the amazing
prehistoric creatures of the Gwent Levels. Create a
miniature mud hut village and make footprints in the
mud. Make your own clay crafts and cave paintings
as a reminder of your fascinating findings!

AUGUST

RSPB Newport Wetlands (£3 parking) bR
RSPB £4.40/£5.50 non-member O

TUESDAY

Family Walk to
Hendre Lake

Tuesday, 20" August

1lam - 3.00pm AUGUST

Join us for a family walk discovering the wonderful
heritage and wildlife of the Gwent Levels with the
communities of St. Mellons and Trowbridge. There will
be activities and a 2.2 mile guided walk (2.00pm) to
find out more about this unique landscape. Children

to be accompanied by an adult.

St. Mellons Hub, Cardiff
FREE

www.livinglevels.org.uk

Living Levels Events

FRIDAY

Toddler Dino Dig!

Friday, 16" August
10.30 - 11.45am, or 2 - 315pm

Are you ready to get a little messy? If so join our
toddler ‘Dino Dig’, finding bones buried in the sand,
and making mud footprints, just like the bronze age
toddlers of the Gwent Levels. Along with songs and
a story this action-packed session will keep your
toddlers active and amazed!

AUGUST

RSPB Newport Wetlands (£3 parking) (* Booking
RSPB £4.40/£5.50 non-member ESSENTIAL

View from a Bridge THURSDAY

walk

Thursday, 22" August
10.30am

Experience the Gwent Levels from some of its highest
points. Through the reedbeds of Newport Wetlands,
our 5-mile walk takes in the East Usk Lighthouse,

St. Mary’s Church in Nash, Newport Docks and the
Newport Transporter Bridge (weather permitting) for
a spectacular views of the Levels!

Newport Wetlands (£3 parking)

BOOKING

FREE ESSENTIAL

SATURDAY

Bat and Moth Walk

Saturday, 24™ August
7.00pm - 11.00pm

Prepare to be amazed at how many bats we'll find

AUGUST

after hours. We'll find out lots about bats and moths
whilst we enjoy toasted marshmallows, s'mores and
hot chocolate around the campfire before heading off
into the night with our bat detectors to see what we
can find. Don’t forget to bring your torch!

RSPB Newport Wetlands (£3 parking)
RSPB £8/£10 non-member

BOOKING
ESSENTIAL




Living Levels Events

Discover Local History THURSDAY

- Newport

Thursday, 29" August
10:30am - 12:00pm

A real must for local history buffs! A fascinating
workshop focusing on the records for Newport held
by Gwent Archives. Part of their ‘Discover Local
History’ series, there will be a rare opportunity to
view and handle some of the records, as well as an
introduction to the Archives’ Research Room...

BOOKING
ESSENTIAL

FRIDAY

AUGUST

Gwent Archives, Ebbw Vale

£5

Bat and Moth Walk

Friday, 30" August

Zpm - Tipm AUGUST

Another chance to be amazed at how many bats we'll
find after hours at Newport Wetlands. We'll find out
lots about bats and moths whilst we enjoy toasted
marshmallows, s'mores and hot chocolate around the
campfire before heading off into the night with our
bat detectors. Don’t forget to bring your torch!

RSPB Newport Wetlands (£3 parking)
RSPB £8/£10 non-member

BOOKING )
ESSENTIAL

Bell ringing (Gavin Jones).

e iiw
830 Commissioner

SATURDAY

Bat Walk at Hendre Lake

Saturday, 31t August
7.45pm start

Bring a torch and with the help of bat detectors
join the Community Park Rangers to discover the

bats feeding at the lakeside. Sensible clothing and
footwear essential.

Hendre Lake
FREE

DROP-IN

SATURDAY

Ding dong! Have a go

at bell ringing

Saturday, 14™ September
10.30am - 3.30pm

Ever wonder what goes on up in the bell tower?
Come along to St Mary’s in Nash to find out! Join us
for our first bellringing taster session and take part in
demonstrations, talks, and have a go for yourself! Get
involved and immerse yourself in the history of the
Gwent Levels. Comfortable clothing required.

BOOKING
ESSENTIAL

www.livinglevels.org.uk

SEPTEMBER

St. Mary’s Church, Nash
FREE



Living Levels Events

Pillgwenlly Past and WEDNESDAY
Present Walk

Wednesday, 25 September
10.00am - 12.00pm

Come and explore how Pillgwenlly used to be in days
gone by on a Gwent Archives guided tour (approx.
1.5miles). Using archival photographs, maps, plans
and other documents, we will reveal Pillgwenlly’s past P .
and its development.

SEPTEMBER

Rugged Romans & Muddy SATURDAY

Monks - Levels History Day

Saturday, 28" September
11:00am - 3:00pm

Exhibits, re-enactors and activities will bring the
history and archaeology of the Gwent Levels to life
at this event for all the family! Discover our stone-age
ancestors, Roman soldiers and fascinating artefacts
in the grounds of Tredegar House. Oh, and did we
mention some gate-crashing Dinosaurs?

SEPTEMBER

Tredegar House
. . DROP-IN
See website for details /

Big Skies at SATURDAY
Caldicot Castle!

Saturday, 5™ October

Check website for details OCIOBER

Tin Shed Theatre Co. present another community,
outdoor performance event celebrating the Gwent
Levels, that will be fun for all the family! They will be
sure to transform and inhabit the castle in an exciting
and spellbinding way with live performances and
storytelling as dusk arrives over Caldicot Castle...

Caldicot Castle & Country Park BOOKING
FREE ESSENTIAL

www. livinglevels.org.uk 6




Living Levels Events

Make sense of Maps! TUESDAY

(Part 1)

Tuesday, 8" October
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Back by popular demand! An introduction to maps
and map-work (focusing on the OS 1:25000 scale).
The course is aimed at encouraging the use of maps

for walking in the countryside and gaining confidence
in all aspects of map interpretation and use. No

previous knowledge required!
BOOKING
ESSENTIAL

SATURDAY

OCTOBER

Magor Marsh Nature Reserve

FREE

‘Life on the Levels’

at Nash

Saturday, 12t October
11.00am - 4.00pm

We have been recording fascinating oral histories
from the Caldicot and Wentlooge moors. Join

us to share what we've learned so far, alongside
photographs, exhibits and performance too! If you
would like to record a memory, a story, or share a

photo for posterity, then bring them along.

OCTOBER

Nash Village Hall

FREE

Recapturing the THURSDAY

historic landscape

Thursday, 10t October
11.00am - 12.30pm
After months of studying old manuscripts and maps,
the Living Levels RATS (Research and Transcription
Service) want to share their discoveries with you!

They are giving a series of short illustrated talks at
Glamorgan Archives on the theme of ‘recapturing the

historic landscape’ of the Gwent Levels.

SATURDAY

OCTOBER

Glamorgan Archives, Cardiff
FREE

‘Life on the Levels’

at Magor

Saturday, 26" October
11.00am - 4.00pm

We have been recording fascinating oral histories
from the Caldicot and Wentlooge moors. Join

us to share what we've learned so far, alongside

photographs, exhibits and performance too! If you
would like to record a memory, a story, or share a

photo for posterity, then bring them along.

MONDAY

OCTOBER

Magor Church Hall
FREE

Marshy Monday

‘Autumnal Antics'!

Monday, 28" October

1.00pm - 4.00pm OCTOBER

A fun afternoon for families at Magor Marsh with

a wildlife trail, pond dipping, bird watching and
autumnal crafts using natural materials. Children must
be accompanied by an adult.

Magor Marsh Nature Reserve
£2 per child, adults FREE

DROP-IN

www.livinglevels.org.uk



Living Levels Events

Tree-mendous fun at WEDNESDAY

Rogiet Countryside Park!

Wednesday, 30" October
10.00am to 12 noon

Discover more about the folklore of trees, their

fruit, autumn leaves and more on this fun, family
activity. Lots of games and activities to help you
discover more about the wonderful wildlife, heritage
and history of this little gem on the Gwent Levels!
Children to be accompanied by an adult.

OCTOBER

Rogiet Countryside Park
DROP-IN
FREE

Tools to improve TUESDAY

‘Life on the Levels’ SATURDAY

Map Navigation (Part 2)

at Rumney

Tuesday, 5" November
1:00pm - 4:00pm

Saturday, 2" November

11.00am - 4.00pm NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

We have been recording fascinating oral histories Following on from the ‘Make sense of maps’ course,
from the Caldicot and Wentlooge moors. Join we will be looking at techniques and tools that can
us to share what we've learned so far, alongside be used to define your position and increase the
photographs, exhibits and performance too! If you accuracy of your route finding. Although this follows
would like to record a memory, a story, or share a on from a previous course it is open to anyone with
photo for posterity, then bring them along. an interest in maps and map reading.

Rumney Chapel bRo Magor Marsh Nature Reserve BOOKING
P-
FREE ™ A FREE ESSENTIAL

Stories and Songs at FRIDAY

the Winter Fireside!

Friday, 13" December

From 7.30pm DECEMBER

As the evenings draw in, storyteller Christine Watkins
and musician Guto Dafis invite you to an evening

of tall tales and musical merriment from the Gwent
Levels in Winter, in the cosy surrounds of the Farmer’s
Arms in Goldcliff.

Farmer’s Arms, Goldcliff

FREE

www. livinglevels.org.uk 8



Living Levels Events 2019

Venues
1 Newport Wetlands 11  Glamorgan Archives,
Clos Parc Morgannwg

M Marsh
2  MagorMars Leckwith, Cardiff, CF11
3 The Farmers Arms, 8AW

Goldcliff 12 Pill Mill, Courtybella
4  Hendre Lake Terrace, Newport, \
5 Rogiet Country Park NP20 2GH i
6 Caldicot Castle 13 Redwick village el ‘  JJaronwise
7  Tredegar House Z
8 Nash Village Hall St.

Mary’s Rd, Nash, NP18
2DD

9  St. Mellons Hub,
Crickhowell Road, St
Mellons

10 Gwent Archives,
Steelworks Road,
Ebbw Vale, NP23 6AA

RIVER RHYMNEY.

\ AFON RHYMNI

DU
e
Mw
Peterstopa®"
Greatg

St. Mary’s Church, 17 Magor Church

St. Mary’s Rd, Hall, Sycamore
Nash, NP18 2DD Terrace, Magor,
NP26 3EF

15 St. Bridget’s
Church, St Brides 18  St. Cadwaladr’s

16 Rumney Chapel, Church, Bishton
Brachdy Rd, 19 Beacon Centre,
Cardiff, CF3 3BG St Mellons

9 www.livinglevels.org.uk



Living Levels Events 2019

AFON GWY
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Cold Harbour
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MOUTH OF THE SEVERN
ABER HAFREN

Am ragor o fanylion, i archebu For further details, to make

lle mewn digwyddiad ac am vy event bookings and for
newyddion diweddaraf ewch i'n  updates please check the
gwefan: website: -
www.lefelaubyw.co.uk/ www.livinglevels.co.uk.

Curlew (Mike Langham, rspb-images.com)
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